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Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland submission of 18 February 
2020 
 
You will be aware that on 21 November 2019 I wrote to the Cabinet Secretary for 
Health and Sport, noting the Scottish Government’s responsibility for ensuring that 
children and young people are not subject to commercial exploitation in sports and 
seeking to understand what steps the Scottish Government intend to take or have 
taken thus far on this matter. In particular, I asked whether the Scottish Government 
felt that self-regulation is ensuring children’s rights are protected effectively, or whether 
the Minister agreed that statutory measures are now required.  
 
I received a response from the Minister for Public Health and Sport on 18th December 
2019 in which he states that the Scottish Government is awaiting the report of the 
Public Petitions Committee in order to consider its recommendations. I enclose a copy 
of that letter for your information.  
 
Whilst we await the Committee’s report and recommendations, I have reflected and 
come to the view that there would be merit in my office facilitating a meeting between 
the petitioners, the SFA and the Scottish Government.  As the petitioners have noted, 
the unresolved issues of the petition (player registration, compensation payments, 
regulation and the minimum wage) are complicated, and such a meeting would be an 
opportunity for my office to set out a children’s rights framework that would support all 
parties in discussing the outstanding issues. The meeting would allow for the issues 
to be put to the SFA and for them to respond. It would also present an opportunity to 
ensure that the Scottish Government is fully informed about the issues from a 
children’s rights perspective ahead of any decision it may make on recommendations 
from Committee’s report.  
 
I issued an invitation to the petitioners, the Government and the SFA on 28 January 
2020 and have so far received positive indications from the SFA and the Scottish 
Government. I will keep you updated on the progress and outcome of any meeting 
that takes place.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Bruce Adamson 
Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland  
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